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in those days neutrality in the presence of open in-
surrection was no more permissible to a nobleman
than it would be now to an officer in the army, they
had no choice but to range themselves on the side
of the Government. If Elizabeth had openly branded
the Queen of Scots as a murderess, if she had pointed
to Huntingdon or the son of Catherine Grey as her
successor, if she had put herself at the head of a
Protestant league, she might possibly have come vic-
torious out of a civil war. But a civil war it would
have been, and of the worst kind : one party calling in
the Spaniard, and the other, in all probability, driven
to call in the Frenchman.

The assassination of Moray a few weeks later (Jan.
23, 1570) was a severe blow to Elizabeth, and an
irreparable disaster to his own country. An attempt
has been made to create an impression that the Eng-
lish Queen was somehow responsible for his death,
because she did not march an army into Scotland to sup-
port him. He no more wished to receive an English
army into Scotland than Elizabeth wished to send one.
Therein they were both of them wiser than the critics
of their own day, or this. What he did ask for was
money, and the recognition of James. The request
for money Elizabeth was willing to consider, though,
as a rule, she did not believe in paying for any
work she could get done gratis. The recognition of
James seems a very simple thing to the critics. But
it was as difficult for Elizabeth as the recognition
of the Prince of Bulgaria is now to Austria, and for
similar reasons. She was under no obligation what-
ever to Moray. His own interest compelled him to